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which his deep distaste for foreign names welcomed
the British variant of ' Plugstreet/ He had expected
a Brigade, and French had actually named his new
command. But before this elevation French was
recalled (they spent an unhappy day together in the
driving rain, as French drove round his armies for
the last time); and Haig withdrew his predecessor's
offer. An old friend, who met Churchill just after
this unpleasant news, had never seen him so dis-
appointed. For it seemed to close the way to a
military career; and he was left with nothing but
a regimental interlude in France, But he made the
best of it, spending a great deal of time in the front
line and mitigating these severities with an unusual
costume of which a French helmet and a good deal
of fur supplied the main ingredients, whilst he was
honoured by distinguished visitors including the
majestic Cuozon and the sprightlier Smith. His
headquarters were palpably unsafe; and tradition
cherishes his repartee to a cautious general, who
pointed out that it was "a very dangerous place.**
"Yes, Sir/' said Colonel Churchill with respect,
" but, after all, this is a very dangerous war." His
larger interests were not forgotten. For he had
already composed a memorandum for the guidance
of G.H.Q. and the Committee of Imperial Defence
on " Variants of the Offensive." This dealt authori-
tatively with the use of armoured shields for reduc-
ing casualties (an expedient that had appealed to
him ever since Sidney Street) and attack by tanks
and "above all surprise." That base expedient,
however, was disdained by the military mind, which
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